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Title

Workshop on Ecological Models of Agroforestry Systems

Timing and Duration

16—-18 June 2021 (three days)

Hosting Country(ies)

Sri Lanka

Modality

Digital Multicountry

Implementing Organization(s)

National Productivity Secretariat and APO Secretariat

Participating Country(ies)

All Member Countries

Overseas Participants

19

Local Participants

12

Qualifications of Participants

Government officers, agricultural producers, agricultural
extension workers, academics, and researchers involved in
tree-dominant agriculture, watershed or land rehabilitation,
diversifying farming portfolios or promoting agroforestry

Nomination of Participants

All nominations must be submitted through National
Productivity Organizations of member countries

Closing Date for Nominations

17 May 2021




1. Objectives

a. Review emerging ecological agroforestry models for increasing the productivity of agricultural
and forest land and watersheds.

b. Enhance participants’ knowledge and understanding, enabling them to adopt successful,
sustainable agroforestry models in their countries.

2. Background

Agroforestry is the management and integration of trees, crops, and livestock. It enhances agricultural
productivity, in addition to economic, social, and environmental benefits. It is a bridge between
agriculture and forestry which has evolved from plot-level technology to embrace a landscape-wide
analysis of the forest-agriculture interface and its transitions. Successful ecological agroforestry
systems not only protect the environment but are also a good business opportunity for entrepreneurs
and social groups. Agroforestry supports nutritional security through the direct provision of food,
thereby raising farmers’ incomes and various ecosystem services.

Agroforestry embraces an agroecological approach emphasizing multifunctionality, i.e. managing
complex systems, and polyculture rather than concentrating only on monoculture systems. Forestry
and agriculture interact ecologically on different levels and are essential to mitigate climate change
and other environmental issues. It is considered a crucial climate-smart agriculture approach and an
effective land-use system, thus contributing to meeting several UN Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs). Ecologically sustainable land-use agroforestry is often regarded as an alternative to the
prevalent subsistence farming patterns for conservation and development in tropical regions.

Agroforestry systems in the Asia-Pacific region have been severely affected by losses of productivity
and soil along with watershed degradation due to increases in population density, land pressures,
market forces, and intensive cultivation systems (FAO, Asia-Pacific Forests and Forestry to 2020).
The ASEAN Cooperation in Food, Agriculture and Forestry 2016-2025 Strategic Plan identifies the
importance of resilient, sustainable agroforestry systems. Considering their importance, the APO has
launched a self-learning e-course on innovations in agroforestry systems, which is well received by
participants in member countries and beyond.

Several successful ecological methods are practiced in the tropical agroforestry systems of some of
the APO member countries, such as preventions in landscape approach in Indonesia (World
Agroforestry, 2019). Such systems will be shared and discussed in this workshop, along with
opportunities and challenges from biophysical, social, and financial long-term sustainability
perspectives.

3. Scope, Methodology, and Certificate of Attendance

The duration of each day’s sessions will be around three hours comprising presentations by experts,
group discussions, and other relevant learning methods. The indicative topics of the presentations
are:

Day 1:
¢ Role of agroforestry in food security and the SDGs.
» Agroforestry systems and selecting the right models.
» Tropical agroforestry and its applications.

Day 2:
* Role of agroforestry in climate change adaptation.

¢ Sharing best practices of ecological agroforestry models.



Day 3:
¢ Agroforestry systems from the perspective of biophysical, social, and financial sustainability.

The detailed program and list of speakers will be provided two weeks prior to the sessions with
announcement of the names of the selected participants.

The participants are required to attend all sessions. This full participation is a prerequisite for
receiving the APO certificate of attendance.

4. Financial Arrangements

a. The APO will meet the assignment costs of overseas resource persons and honorarium for up
to two local resource persons.

b. The host country will meet the costs for a virtual site visit(s), either broadcast live or recorded
as applicable.

5. Implementation Procedures

Please refer to the implementation procedures for APO digital multicountry projects circulated with
this document.

Dr. AKP Mochtan
Secretary-General
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